the Senate, by the latter, as a " coalition between the puritan and the blackleg " was one of the most exciting. In his " Thirty Years' View," Colonel Benton has given an account—clever and impartial—of this affair. The subject was frequently adverted to by Mr. Randolph during our rides together and the details recited in his peculiar way. He invariably admitted that laying out of view the place where the offensive words were spoken and its immunities, which he said he had waived as far as he could, Mr. Clay had incurred no blame in calling him to the field. On one occasion he told me that the latter had been six years in bringing his mind to that point, during which he had, on several occasions, furnished him ground for such a step, but as he had always given the offense in a way that left it optional with Mr. Clay to give the matter that direction or to let it pass, he had taken the latter course. Perhaps no man ever lived more qualified to do such a thing successfully than Randolph. He insisted that he at no time intended to take Mr. Clay's life and assigned as a reason his respect for Mrs. Clay and his unwillingness to make her unhappy, but he admitted that, after certain occurrences, he had determined to wound him in the leg—his failure to accomplish which design he attributed to an anxiety to avoid the kneepan, to hit which he regarded as murder/
Mr. Randolph's intemperate speeches during the whole of the Panama discussion attracted a large share of the public attention, and the Vice President was much censured by portions of the public press for omitting to call him to order. Randolph justified himself on the ground that a corrupt and tyranical administration could not be overthrown without violence, and quoted in his defence the text of scripture which, says "the Kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence and th© violent take it by force." Mr. Calhoun held that he did not possess the power to call a senator to order, as the rules conferred that power on the members of the body only— that he could not claim it by implication, and that as he was not placed over the body by their own choice or responsible to them, he ought not in so delicate a matter to act iipon doubtful authority. He therefore, very properly called upon the Senate to express its opinion upon the subject, and to confer the power upon him by their rules if they wished him to exercise it and if they concurred with him in supposing that he did not already possess it. This led to an elaborate discussion of the question and of the true construe-rh 1 hnu' pukm a. jn'i-uliar tu Mr. ('las !<uf .'-ii^lt V, ,i ruiultiult 1u liuth, U>,i. nut rruv. !n-il \.illi ;i ilr»ri'i' i.f tji !••• |t» optil t IttUiltf tu thr ha/a Til ul ll . lU'lulvrlirr. Ill thr
